
STEPP Lesson Plan Form 

Teacher:  Lizzy Clay (Dave Nichols) Date: 9.29.2015  

School: Poudre High School Grade Level:  9th Content Area: Art-Design
 

Title:  Printmaking Demo Lesson #:_1_  

 

Content Standard(s) addressed by this lesson: (Write Content Standards directly from the standard)  

1. Observe and learn to Comprehend 

2. Envision and Critique to Reflect: (1) Reflective strategies are used to understand the creative 
process. (Focused) 

3. Invent and Discover to Create: (1) Demonstrate competency in traditional and new art media, and 
apply appropriate and available technology for the expression of ideas. (Focused) 

4. Relate and Connect to Transfer 

Understandings: (Big Ideas) 

● Ability to create a linoleum print using only black (or solid color) and white areas 
● Ability to talk about their art with personal intention 
● Ability to question other’s intent/see their work from another point of view 
● Ability to create unique and clean works of art 
● Ability to experiment with color and collage of prints 

Inquiry Questions:  (Essential questions relating knowledge at end of the unit of instruction, select 
applicable questions from standard) 

● To what extent does a work of art depend on the artist’s point of view? To what extent does a 
work of art depend on the viewer’s point of view? 

●  How can information be shared artistically? How does creating art differ from viewing art? 

 

Evidence Outcomes:  (Learning Targets) 

Every student will be able to: (Create your own lesson objectives from the standard, follow the ABCD 
format, using student voice)  

I can: 

b. Communicate and defend reasons for opinions about the intentions (successful or not) of a work of 
art (DOK 1-4) 

 d. Create works of art representing personal narratives that use new media (DOK 1-4) 

This means: 

Colorado State University   College of Applied Human Sciences Page 1 
 



STEPP Lesson Plan Form 

Given a demonstration, the student will be able to talk about and explain their piece of artwork with 
intent. 

Given a demonstration and images, the student will be able to create a piece of artwork that has 
pattern and personal meaning using printmaking (a new media for the class) 

List of Assessments:  (Write the number of the learning target associated with each assessment)  

● During critique the student will be able to answer the inquiry questions from above (verbally 
and/or written in sketchbook)  

● sketchbooks will be used during the process of printmaking-documenting their personal 
growth 

● Student will have a final work of art that will be graded based upon rubric standards 
 

 

Suggested Rubric (based off of Mr. Nichols’ original): 

Criteria Available 
points 

Grade Yourself Teacher Grade 

Care in carving away the image from the 
block.  

   

Your print was signed correctly.    

Attention to the inking and printing process 
so that the prints are clear and do not have 
ink smudges. 

   

You made a collage or multiple prints and 
tried at least 8 different colors on your 
printing block.  

   

You created a print that is unique, abstract 
and uses pattern. 

   

Effort in cleaning the room and care of 
materials including not wasting ink. 

   

 

 

 

Planned Lesson Activities 

Name and Purpose of Lesson 
Should be a creative title for you and the students 
to associate with the activity. Think of the purpose 
as the mini-rationale for what you are trying to 
accomplish through this lesson.  

 
Printmaking Demo  
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Approx. Time and Materials 
How long do you expect the activity to last and 
what materials will you need? 

30 (+/-) min, then work time, then reflection 
linoleum block, carving tools, bench hook, my wood blocks,  
example drawing/picture, other examples. 

Anticipatory Set 
The “hook” to grab students’ attention. These are 
actions and statements by the teacher to relate the 
experiences of the students to the objectives of the 
lesson, To put students into a receptive frame of 
mind. 

● To focus student attention on the lesson. 
● To create an organizing framework for the 

ideas, principles, or information that is to 
follow (advanced organizers) 

An anticipatory set is used any time a different 
activity or new concept is to be introduced. 

 
To focus students I will have my own examples, and the steps 
for the project they will be working on- 

● drawing/picture 
● transferred to block 
● phases of carved block 
● examples of my finished wood cut blocks 

Procedures 
(Include a play-by-play account of what students 
and teacher will do from the minute they arrive to 
the minute they leave your classroom. Indicate the 
length of each segment of the lesson. List actual 
minutes.) 
Indicate whether each is: 
-teacher input 
-modeling 
-questioning strategies 
-guided/unguided: 
     -whole-class practice 
     -group practice 
     -individual practice 
-check for understanding 
-other 

-Have students grab their sketchbooks (with a writing utensil) 
 over to the demonstration table 
 
-Class arrives- (because there is a Sub teacher we need to take  
attendance) 
 
-Vocabulary used during lesson: 

● Brayer 
● Bench hook 
● baren 
● carving 
● inking 
● pattern (discussed in earlier class periods ex: radial,  

rhythmic, half drop, alternating… etc.) 
 
-Demonstration: 

● show them my finished carved block then examples of  
printed artwork (Website/ online examples, block used in class,  
and I will have my wood blocks in the middle of the table for  
reference) 

● Start with the set up- clean station so no ink gets on  
printing paper. 

● Get ink out and ready- ask a student for some help. As 
the student rolls the ink talk to the class about what to  
look (and listen) for in a good consistency- like whispering  
velcro.  

● Roll the ink onto the plate, making sure there is enough 
ink, but not too much! (show example of too much) 

● Place plate onto paper face down, generally on center  
of page. If there is in on hands, ask a student to flip it over 
 ensuring the paper stays clean. Grab the bayern and have a  
student press the print. 
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● stop in a few times to check the print making sure that  
all corners are transferring ink! 

● This calls for another checking point- are the carved out 
areas the way I had planned, or want them to stay? This is their 
chance to go back and carve out anything else they don’t  
want printed before starting on their final prints. 

● Ask for questions 
● Show students how/where to put their drying prints 

using drawing paper to keep them from falling-  
DO NOT TOUCH DRYING/DRY PRINTS! The prints will  
warp a bit when they dry but they can be flattened out later. The
 ink the students are using is water-based and even after it dries
it will rehydrate on the students hands if they touch it too much 
so discourage them from touching the ink even after it is dry. 
 
-Work time 

● walk around helping students when needed 
 
-Clean up 

● be sure there is enough time for cleanup and reflection 
 at the end of class! Printing is messy- carvings in trash, ink  
plates washed off, dried and put away! Blocks put away… etc 
 
-Closure 

● dismissed after closure is written 
Closure 

Those actions or statements by a teacher that are 
designed to bring a lesson presentation to an 
appropriate conclusion. Used to help students bring 
things together in their own minds, to make sense 
out of what has just been taught. “Any Questions? 
No. OK, let’s move on” is not closure. Closure is 
used: 

● To cue students to the fact that they have 
arrived at an important point in the lesson 
or the end of a lesson. 

● To help organize student learning 
To help form a coherent picture and to consolidate. 

At the end of the class I would like to have the students do a 
beginning/midpoint reflection. Prompt: What do you want this  
piece to say to you? What do you want it to say to the viewer?  
Is it the same? Why or why not? (Does perspectives/points of  
view differ among people?- yes!)  

Differentiation  
To modify: If the activity is too advanced for a child, 
how will you modify it so that they can be 
successful? 
To extend: If the activity is too easy for a child, how 
will you extend it to develop their emerging skills? 

I will have the students start by answering any questions given  
in their sketchbook- if the students get done quickly, they may  
share with their neighbor. This will allow for plenty of time for  
those who answer slowly and give the other students who 
answer quicker an opportunity to discuss their ideas with others.

Assessment By reviewing their sketchbook- answering the prompts given  
throughout class. 
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How will you know if students met the learning 
targets? Write a description of what you were 

looking for in each assessment.  
 
 
 
 

Rubric- have the students grade themselves, then the teacher 
will grade after. 
 
The finished product- multiple copies of one print- looking at the
way the student applied the ink and printed their final image.  
(rubric will guide scoring criteria) 
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