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Art is: self-expression, a way of communication with others, an act of physical 
movement, an outlet, a place to expand your mind, a place for creativity and 

ingenuity, and so much more. 
 

Hello and welcome to Art 101! I am so excite to have you all in class and spend this 
time of learning together. I believe learning is a life long journey, and we have the 
opportunity to help each other stretch, engage, explore and persist throughout this 

semester. In order to advance ourselves we need to be respectful to ourselves, 
classmates and to me. You have my respect and I expect the same in return- anything 

less will not tolerated. I have high expectations for each student that walks into my 
classroom, and to ensure those expectations are met I will do my best to support you. I 
know each student is capable of wonderful things. My door is always open, I encourage 
you to stop by with any questions, problems in class, need additional help or just to chat 

and say hi. 
 

I am very excited to have each and every one of you in my class and I look forward to 
exploring and expressing in world of the visual arts!  

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This intro Art course offers students a comprehensive art experiences with detailed 
explorations in media such as painting, drawing, printmaking, ceramics, digital design, 
and sculpture. The students will be encouraged to create artworks that are personal to 
them and in return aid in personal growth. In addition to gaining confidence and 
proficiency working with a variety of mediums, students will learn about the history, 
analysis, and interpretation of art.  
 

GOALS OF VISUAL ARTS EDUCATION 
Art in school is both a body of knowledge and a series of activities. Fundamentally, 
learning in art has four major components. The goal of art education is the development 
of these areas:  The Colorado Standards of Art Education 

• Observe and Learn to Comprehend- By acquiring knowledge about the 
contributions artists and art make to culture and society (art history)  

• Envision and Critique to Reflect- By responding to and making judgments 
about the properties and qualities that exist in visual forms (art criticism) 

• Invent and Discover to Create-By making art (art production)  
• Relate and connect to Transfer- By understanding the nature, meaning, and 

value of art (aesthetics).  



 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 

 
In addition to the school-wide discipline procedures, a set of class guidelines for 
success and consequences has been established and will be maintained. The following 
is a list of the class guidelines for success and consequences for art:  
 
Class Guidelines for Success:  
1. Be prepared for class – bring PLANNER, sketchbook, pencils, etc. to class everyday. 
2. Be to class on time- in your seat when the bell rings.  
3. Listen to and follow directions – please ask questions. 
4. Respect the people, equipment and furnishings in the art room. Get permission to 
use other’s materials.  
5. Use all tools safely and properly.  
6. Be honest and accountable for your actions.  
7. Use your time wisely – stay on task and work towards project and assignment 
objectives.  
8. Work respectfully– use appropriate language and have appropriate conversations.  
9. Be responsible for work area and tools – clean up after yourself!  
10. Have a positive attitude – you CAN do it!  
 
If you CHOOSE not to follow the guidelines:  
Step 1 – verbal warning  
Step 2- Conversation in the hallway, student and teacher, at a time that does not disrupt 
the rest of class 
Step 3 – student/teacher conference about choice or behavior that is disruptive, 
inappropriate, or unacceptable and documentation  
Step 4 – Call the Dean, they can help decide which one or if all is best- parent 
notification, principle intervention, and documentation  
 
 
RESPECT ARTWORK– NEVER touch, draw, paint, etc. on anybody’s work but your 
own!  Give other’s work only positive comments.  Always be mindful of your actions in 
here so we can keep artwork safe! 
 
 

PARTICIPATION 
 

In an art classroom this is not an option. In class work is required of every student and 
myself. A part of your overall grade will be assessed on using your time wisely- we will 
discuss as a class in the first week of school- and your involvement in class discussions 
and critiques. Art is another means of expression and for you peers to get a better 
understanding of your artwork and point of view verbal expression gives you that 
OPPORTUNITY to tell others what you are saying with your work.  
 
 



SUPPLISE 
Your art fee has covered all of the materials we will use in the classroom. YOU MUST 
HAVE WITH YOU EVERY DAY: 

• Sketchbook 
• Drawing set (pencils, eraser, sander…etc.)  
• Planner or other means of keeping track of assignments 
• Any other materials required will be talked about in class at least the day before 

 
 

 
ASSESSMENT 

Assessment is not just a grade; it allows our class to grow as a whole. By having 
periodic assessment- some formal, others informal- t allows me to understand where we 
are at, what needs more time and to skip over the subjects you already know so we 
don’t get bored!  
 
DAILY JOURNALS AND REFLECTIONS 

• Each week we will have a prompt to stretch our minds and explore possibilities. 
These will be due at the end of each week.  

• Daily reflections will occur based on the project and work done that day. This will 
be your ticket out the door. You must have a written reflection done before you 
leave class.  

 
CRITIQUES 
The majority of class time will be used to create artwork. However, a mid-point and a 
final class critique will be held for each in-class project. Students will be expected to 
participate in all critiques and their participation will count in their grade. In addition, 
one-on-one conferences will be held regularly throughout class (this could be as simple 
a as a check in during class) to determine progress, strengths and weaknesses, and 
overall direction of their artwork.  
 
WRITTEN AND RESEARCH 
We will have the opportunity to research and write a paper on an artist, movement or 
style of artwork. Details about assignment can be answered on the handout and in class 
when the assignment is introduced. Please let me know if you have any questions on 
the assignment after reviewing the assignment details.  
 

DUE DATES AND LATE POLICY 
Due dates for each project will be scheduled when 2-3 students finish the project.. The 
due date is the time all work in class will be stopped. A critique will be held on the due 
date (there are many forms of critique: gallery walks, show and tell, guess the 
artist…etc.) If you do not have the project done by the time of critique, you must petition 
and explain to me why you need more time; however, you will not be given more regular 
class time. If you do not talk to me about your goals for completion, you will be deducted 
10% per day for every day late. All other assignments will follow the 10% deduction rule.  



 
 

WHEN MAKE UP WORK IS NEEDED… 
Absences 

• Excused absence will allow for 2 class periods to make up missing work that can 
be found in the daily assignment folder. If that means coming in to school to have 
more time on a project, please see me to schedule that time ASAP.  

• Unexcused absence will not have the opportunity to make up daily class work, 
but daily assignments can still be turned in by the next class period.  

 
Tardies 
Tardies will not be tolerated in my classroom. If you do walk in late, please sign in on 
the tardy clipboard, the respectfully take you seat or engage in what the rest of the class 
is doing. At the end of the class you may bring me the tardy clipboard in order to change 
from an unexcused absence to a tardy. 3 tardies = 1unexcused absence.  
 

EVERY DAY AN ASSIGNMENT IS LATE WILL RESULT IN A 10% DEDUCTION 
(see due dates and late policy) 

 
 

“Demand the best from yourself, because others will demand the best of 
you…Successful people don’t simply give a project hard work. They give it their 

best work.” ~ Win Borden 



EXTRA CREDIT 
We arte fortunate enough to live in a place full of art and culture. Therefore there will be 
opportunities to attend outside art events. If you choose to do so, you may hand in a 
one-page summary of an extra curricular art event you attended (art museum, gallery or 
gallery opening, outside art class, workshop… etc) and one that is approved by me 
during each unit of study. I will keep you informed on what is happening in our 
community, and when an extra credit opportunity is available. More details can be 
discussed in class or at a later time.  
 
 

 
We have read this document together as a class- it is now your turn to take it home and 

explain it to your guardian.  
Please sign and bring back the detached page by:________________ 

 
 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 

I, the student, have read the document and accept my responsibility for myself, my 
assignments, and my artwork in this class. 

 
Student signature:                                                                Date:                                     . 

 
 
 
 

Guardian instructions: please read the syllabus BEFORE you sign the document! I 
welcome questions, please call or send an email with any comments, concerns or 
questions you might have. For better communication please fill out the contact 
information below:  
 
 
Guardian signature:                                                             Date:                                     . 

 
 

Please circle your preferred contact method: 
 
Phone number:                                                      Best time to call: 
 
Email: 


